
Wollaston Garden Club Meeting Minutes 

February 21, 2019 

President Emily Lebo called the meeting to order at 12:10  p.m. 

She welcomed the 16 guests and the 49 members and extended thanks to Ellie Cleveland, the 

Hospitality Chair and her team: Kate Wylie, Barbara Linden,  Anita Fasano, Jan Clifford, 

Florence Clifford, Marie Zinkus, Marnie Dunn and  Janet Archilles. She also thanked Kathy 

Mitchell for the buffet table floral arrangement and Helga DeTorres for all the arrangements 

adorning our tables.  

The Treasurer’s Report was waived as Linda Monaco is away and there has been minimal 

action since last report. 

January Meeting Minutes -Jan Clifford sent out the minutes from last month’s meeting.  There 

were no corrections. 

Archives Project – Jan Clifford, Janet DiPaolo and, Pat Barry, Pam McIsaac and Suzanne West 

agreed to explore the fate of numerous books and tubs containing minutes of the Board and 

WGC discovered as a result of clearing out the storage room.   Many are in notebooks and can’t 

be scanned. After consulting the Garden Club Federation of MA, we found out that Meeting 

Minutes need to be kept permanently.  If anyone has archival items, please bring them in for 

the committee. 

Pennies for Pines – Anita reported that we have enough money ($68) for WGC to buy seedlings 

for National Forest Conservation Project in California. The Board decided that Florence Clifford 

would make an ideal choice for this honor. 

Member Scholarships   Emily sent out information to the membership regarding the changes to 

the current policy and application for member scholarships.  

The new policy and application has  



➢ more courses added. 

➢ a membership requirement in WGC for 2 years or more. 

➢ a service requirement on at least two committees and made a significant contribution to 

the Club. 

➢ Members can attend classes as an individual or a group up to 4 people. Depending on the 

cost, the WGC will reimburse the member for the total cost or 50% . 

If anyone is interested in participating in the Flower Show, we have a handbook so members can 

see what it entails and WGC will sponsor them. 

Program for Tri-Club Meeting April 18th at 6:45 p.m. C. L. Fornari talk is entitled, “Myths, 

Lies and all the Latest Dirt”. 

Emily asked Susan Lynch to give an update on the planning.  Susan told the membership that the 

last time we hosted a Tri-Club  Meeting was in 2016.  We can expect about 100 members due to 

the increase of Houghs Neck’s membership.  There are signup sheets on the back table and also 

signups to bring food.  Susan gave examples of the categories of food categories that we are 

looking for and we want to make our food selections special for our guests. 

Committee Reports 

Conservation - Chair Eric gave the following report: 

The WGC and Quincy Climate Action Network (QCAN) met Tuesday, February 19, with 
Mayor Koch and staff to discuss a number of environmental and conservation issues with 
QCAN and invitees.  Among the topics included were: 
• Ban of single use plastic shopping bags 
• Food waste pick up and composting alternatives 
• Bulk purchase of electric power for Quincy residents including additional "green" sources 
• Coastline protection 
• The new Department of Natural Resources and its organization 
• Promoting additional Electric Vehicle charging stations 



Faye Strigler commented on the fact that the Mayor will also be hiring an environmental scientist 
to work on the wetlands and other things.  Emily reported that the Mayor was also going to be 
hiring an arborist. 

Civic Beautification 

Community Preservation Act funding -There is money available to be given out and Emily 

reached out to our Civic Beautification Committee members, Kathy Ceurvels and Ann Foresman. 

o Some of the good ideas revolved around school gardens  which would need to be 

watered during the summer so they were ruled out. 

o There was much interest in a community garden for Quincy and will be 

investigated. 

• Emily reported that the statue of Abigail Adams, taken out of Quincy Square, may be 

moved to Woodward School and we could set up a garden there with  Abigail Adams 

roses and historical plants.   The school has been awarded a grant so that they put up in 

her signature, Abigail Adams’ statement “Remember the Ladies.” 

• WGC may work on a proposal for next year and include Quincy Culinary Program for an 

herb garden. 

V.P. Kathy Ceurvels introduced our speaker, David Epstein, David has been a professional 

meteorologist and horticulturalist for three decades. He spent 16 years on-air at WCVB in Boston 

and currently is a meteorology professor at Framingham State  

Dave has produced and published a regular video blog of topics relevant to home gardeners 

which can be found on his website www.growingwisdom.com 

http://www.growingwisdom.com


“Attracting Butterflies and Hummingbirds, Growing Vegetables in Small Spaces and Dealing 
with Climate Change" 

The meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m.


