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smart gardening

SHRUB PRUNING GUIDE

Max out the flower potential of your shrubs with
these simple pruning techniques,
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w E B L might seem a bit scary to get out a pair of of the basics here then show you more specific
prunerss and start cutting on a shrub you've tips for 13 popular shrubs on the following pages.

EXTRA spent time growing into a beautiful hedge, If you make a few mistakes along the way, don’t

N~ specimen or border companion. But regular worry: Shrubs are pretty forgiving. Here's haw

pruning keeps shrubs healthier, at a manageable 10 grow your pruning skills and get more Sowers

Sharp 1008 make
better cuts Leam size and, best of all, it can help them flower more.  from thase beautiful shrubs in the border. I8

how to sharpen The trick is knowing when and where o cut o —~Sherri Ribbey
YOUr PRUNETEREMS.  aet the mos loriferous results. Ill go over some

Sharr prunes the deuble lilac next Lo e front poesh every year
COMagRxirscom 12 e lols of Uharve fragrent bluoms coming each speing.

Choose the Right Tool

Matching the tool to the size branch that yeu need to pruna
will make the jeb & lot easier — and sefer! The right tool makes
@ cleaner cut that doesn't crack the branch or tear bark and It's
easier on your hands, tee.

WHEN TO PRUNE

Prune dead, diseased or damaged
branches and deadhoad anytime.

When pruning to head back, thin
or rajuvenate, the best time depends
on the type of shrub: Prune surnmer-

PRUNING SAW ~——c—cccece--
Branches 1% %010 inches

i fiowering shrubs in iate winter or
T TmE—— early spring. This is because they
Branch V:;:nv PR generally bloom on “new wood,” buds
in dhm::er P that form and set bicoms in the same
g year, PFrung them as soon as thev come
HAND PRUNERS == === == ?uf .onfgdg:::‘ncy, before they start
Wioody branches ¥: inch
o ol Prune spring-flowering shrubs scon
HEDG after they bloom. They bloom on “old
Fine .;?;: :t:sm ' : wood,” buds that formed the previous
il thads Y tach . S paines summer. Prune them before these buds
in diameter s form to avoid missing out on flowers.
Don't prune to head back, thin or
Use rejuvenate in late summer or aarly
pnmmbymé?;:m fall bacause it triggers new growth that
instead of anvii could be damaged in wintern
types to avoid
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4 PRUNING TECHNIQUES [ummiomgor

Deadhead

WHY DO IT? Cotrid of spent
blooms 55 needed, tidy up the
plant, encourage rebloom and
prevant unwanted reseeding.

HOW TO DO IT Pineh ex snip off
spent Blooms with your fingers or
hand prunars,

Head Back

WHY DO IT7 To contrel siza but
still maintain @ natursl shape.

HOW TO DO IT Snip stomn tips off
at cifferent lengths all over the
shrub with hand prunere Some
shrubs may need this annually.

WHY DO IT? To encourage thickar
foliage growth and more flovars
without reducing the height.

HOW TO DO IT Yeu'll need lop-

, pers or 2 pruning saw to ramove

" 3 few of the oidest stems at the
base and take out a fow branches
from the canter of the shrub, This
will Incresse iight in the center of
the plant and aliow air to circulate,
which pravants disssce. Some
shrubs naver need thinning, but

somo fast-growing specias may
banafit from it annuaily.

MAKE THE RIGHT CUT
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Y VOO Ia s tawnterys | liges

IxUriwiz

Hae s Doy on-the shrub vy hiant of Yo use 1t

Botanical
Names

Comman iilas
Saringo vuigars

WHY DO IT? 7¢ bring now life to an over-
Grown shrub, This will @ncourage fresh naw
sterms to form from the base of the plant

HOW TO DO IT There are a coupie of
techniques you can use on clder shrubs, You
might choose to do it in stages ¢r tackle a
drastic refuvenation all 3t once. Either way
you'll need loppers or 2 pruning saw.

Rejuvenate in Stages Raermove a third of the
largast woody stems avery year until you've
cloared tham all out Doing it graduaily
presarves some flowers sach year on shrubs
that bloom on oid wood, t's 3 good choice
for slow-growing shrubs and those that have
2 large, woody bate.

Drastic Rejuvenation Cut ail the sterms

back to within & few inches of the ground as
the lllustration above shows, Fast-growing
shrubs that bloom on new weed, such as
spirea or deutzia, will compietely recover tha
same year. Siower-growing plants that nloom
on oid wood, such as common [ilac, may take
& few years to reach the size yourre hoping for.

i kand. wondanng oxoctiv whoot wna haw 1o cut

» flicle

AVCID LEAVING LONG STUBS OR

STEEP ANGLES These cuts heal
slowly and ceats an aponing for vascular

ILLUETRATEOMS Zerfle Haowhton

DONTCUT TGO WHEN LEAF BUDS
CLOSETOTHEBUD ARE QPPOSITE, |
This weakens the bud’s 2 fiat cut M inch abova |
attechmant te the stem. the buds = QK.
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